
Family Math
The Goal 

Our goal is to support parents so that they can 
understand the math that is taught in today’s classrooms 
and, in turn, engage more actively in their children’s 
mathematics learning, both at home and at 
school.

Partners 
Each team member from Queen’s is 
either a BEd candidate or graduate 
student who has volunteered to 
participate. They will plan your 
unique Family Math program with 
members of your staff, school 
council and student body.

Program Organization 
Family Math Night programs generally last 
75 to 90 minutes. Typically, an evening is 
planned using Activity Centres that span the 
strands through which families rotate. On average, each 
family can participate in 4 math activities. All families 
receive copies of the games and materials to take home 
to extend the experience beyond the evening. 
The Queen’s Team will provide a menu of activities from 
which you can choose for Primary, Junior or Intermediate 
divisions. 

The Queen’s Team is responsible for 
bringing all consumable materials and 

manipulatives to your Family Math 
Night. The school is responsible for 
photocopying the take-home 
package for parents. All blackline 
masters will be provided well in 

advance of the event night.

What Does Family Math Look Like? 
Usually the Family Math night program takes place in the gym or the library. 
One of the Activity Centres on the rotation schedule is typically a 
refreshment table where families can enjoy a “mathy” snack (1/4 
apple, 1/8 orange). It is helpful to have a display of children’s 
books and board games with a math theme for families to 

peruse.

How Do We End The Family Math Session? 
In order to celebrate the evening, typically there are small math-related prizes for 

distribution at the end of the program. The winners are selected from those who complete the 
general activities at the start of the evening. The prizes can be children’s books with a math 
theme or a board game. It is also suggested that certificates be awarded to the families who 
attend to honour their time commitment and interest. A template is available for 
schools who wish to distribute certificates.

Why is Family Math Important? 
Children spend just 14% of their waking hours at school between Kindergarten and Grade 12. 
The home is a very important classroom. Children develop their beliefs about and attitudes 

towards math at home. Family Math is designed to help parents see that children can have 
fun while learning math…and they can too! The value that parents place on math 

learning and their disposition towards math is enormously influential.

How Can We Extend the Family Math Experience? 
In order to keep the momentum alive, each school will be provided with a 
number of infographics, links, and apps that can be included in school 
newsletters, on school or classroom websites or Twitter Feeds, or shared 
at Parent-Teacher Interviews. 
Research shows that parent programs that provide resources and assistance that parents may 
use with their children at home are more likely to have an effect on students’ academic progress. 
Participating schools will receive weekly updates with resources to share freely with families in 
their communities.


